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There has been a lot of talk lately about the problem 

of the overpopulation of Canada Geese on Long      

Island. Though there are several reasons for the 

population explosion, the main one is the absence 

of large natural predators. These days, the biggest 

predators the geese have to contend with are       

humans and their automobiles.     

Migratory geese have been around for a very long 

time.  However, for the past few decades, some 

Canada Geese, which can live about 20 years     

during which females may produce up to 50 off-

spring, have become year-round residents because 

of recent milder winters and more favorable       

conditions for nesting and survival.  But by far the 

biggest reason for the increasingly large numbers of 

Canada Geese on Long Island is that Long Islanders have created a perfect environment for these waterfowl 

and others: rolling green lawns, perfect for grazing, and in-ground swimming pools that look like a pretty nice 

place to stop and take a dip.  Itôs no wonder problems with humans arise. 

Yet another reason for the number of geese again comes down to people.  A popular pastime for most of our 

childhoods, feeding the ducks and geese at our local parks, supports their survival and proliferation.  Many 

people love to feed bread to waterfowl, a meal that is terrible for them. Eating bread fills their stomachs up so 

much that the young ones do not look for any natural and more nutritious food. Imagine if you fed your infants 

nothing but white bread! They would grow up malnourished and with serious developmental problems. So it is 

for many of the young waterfowl fed this bread.  Later in the fall when the goslings have grown, most people 

do not see the aftermath of the malnutrition, the deformities of the unlucky ones of the flock that are left      

behind once the ones that can fly have migrated south.  A common condition is called ñangel wingò (see photo 

above), which is a direct result of an improper diet (bread, as mentioned, and popcorn are popular examples). 

These foods are high in protein, causing the wrist joints in growing birds to develop improperly. People often 

see these birds and think they have broken wings when, in fact, their condition is the result of well-intentioned 

but misguided human interference. 

One solution to the growing problem is to secure the assistance of organizations that run border collies on 

properties (golf courses, parks, etc) to chase the geese off.  The dogs encourage the birds to move along in 

search of safer, more appropriate environments.  Of course, itôs important to note that on Long Island finding a 

better home is easier said than done for the geese as there really are few places left to go. Weôve built up and     

developed so much of the island there are not many areas that are appropriate for them. And when they are in 

Above: This Canada Goose has a condition called Angel Wing, a 

wing deformity caused by improper nutrition.  He will never fly. 
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their natural environment (as in a park), there are complaints that children cannot play in these areas because 

of the goose droppings. That leaves the Canada Goose with no choice but to live among us. 

Although it is illegal for the average citizen to interfere with bird nests or eggs (most, including the Canada 

Geese are protected by Federal regulations under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act), there is help available. 

Around the country are chapters of GeesePeace, a non-profit organization that works with local communities 

to try and resolve goose-related issues.  One option is egg addling. The program involves ñoilingò or addling 

geese eggs in the spring to stabilize and reduce the goose population growth rate. This preventative program is 

endorsed by the Humane Society of the United States, as well as other national animal protection                 

organizations.  

In the end, there is not going to be one answer. It comes down to education about the ramifications of feeding 

wildlife, understanding that there are limited natural areas left for them to live, and the exercising of patience 

in our ever-shrinking natural world. 

Announcing the 2009 WALK FOR WILDLIFE 

Mark your calendars because the Walk for Wildlife is back!  On    

Sunday, September 13th, 2009, Volunteers for Wildlife will host our 

Sixth Annual Walk for Wildlife at Caumsett State Historic Park.  The 

three mile, non-competitive walk event raises money to support our        

non-profit wildlife rehabilitation hospital.  From 11:00 am- 3:00 pm, 

Participants will have the chance to meet our non-releasable           

permanent animalsðhawks, owls, falcons, opossums, turtles and 

snakes.  In addition to the live animal displays and education stations  

throughout the walk route, there will also be face painting, games, 

crafts, prizes and a Chinese Auction! 

We hope you will join us for this fun-filled afternoon in beautiful 

Caumsett State Historic Park.  For more information on the Walk or to 

register, please visit our website at www.volunteersforwildlife.org or 

call (631) 423-0982 and leave a message on mailbox 5.  Print out the 

entry form by August 8th, 2009 to receive your free Walk for  Wildlife 

t-shirt and parking pass for the day of the event.  Spread the word to 

your friends, families, school clubs, and scout groups and help us 

make the Sixth Annual Walk for Wildlife our most successful Walk to date! 

If your family would like to further assist us in reaching our fundraising goal of $10,000, you can ñGive a 

Hootò to show you care about Long Islandôs wildlife.  ñGive a HOOTò donations can be made in your name, 

in honor of a loved one, or in memory of a friend or family member.  To ñGive a Hootò please visit the Walk 

for Wildlife section of our website.  

P
h

o
to

 b
y
:  B

o
b

b
y
 T

u
rn

e
r

 

http://www.volunteersforwildlife.org


 

 

VOLUME 26, NO 2 

Farewel l  to  Our Cl in ic  Superv isor         Eileen Hagerman 

It is with sadness for us, but happiness for him,  

that we say farewell to Jason Wanaselja, our    

longtime Clinic Supervisor, as he leaves our      

organization to pursue a lifelong dream that he   

has held, missionary work in Africa. 

 

Jason first came to Volunteers in 2003 as a part-

time clinic assistant. Previously a plover steward at 

Jones Beach, when the plovers migrated, Jason 

came on board with us. Part-time quickly led to full

-time status, and after two years, he was promoted 

to Clinic Supervisor. 

 

Anyone that has had the opportunity to watch    

Jason patiently palpating a tiny birdôs wing to feel 

for fractures or bandaging an injured opossum can  

testify to what he has given back to the injured 

wildlife that have crossed our threshold over the 

last five years. In addition to his duties as Clinic  

Supervisor, Jason also (unknowingly) ended up 

being our facilities maintenance person.  Fixing and building aviaries, building cages, and repairing perching all fell on 

his shoulders.  

 

During Jasonôs five-year tenure, a lot has happened at Volunteers. Our founder, Sallie Ruppert, passed away; I had open 

heart surgery and was out for six weeks.  Other staff members moved on to expand their families or to attend vet school. 

We pursued a move to Fuchôs Pond and traveled to Maine to learn about building aviaries. This past March, Jason flew 

to Florida to pick up our new Barred Owl, Solomon (see article in this newsletter), and accompanied him back to New 

York, as airline regulations stipulated that it was too cold for any animal to be flown in a cargo hold.  We also lost    

some of our geriatric and dear            

permanent resident education   

animals. And, of course, many   

of you may remember Jasonôs 

riveting account of his adventures 

off the north fork as related in his 

essay, ñJourney to Great Gull             

Islandò (see the August 2007   

edition of our newsletter on our 

website).  Through all of these 

transitions and changes, Jason has 

been with us, and itôs hard to 

imagine  seeing him go. 

 

We will miss him tremendously 

and wish him the best. We cannot 

thank him enough for his       

commitment to Volunteers for 

Wildlife over the past five years. 
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Left:  Jason, Dumpster Supervisor, organizing a cleanup effort at our center. 

Above:  Clinic Supervisor Jason Wanaselja holding our permanent 

American Kestrel at our Annual Walk for Wildlife.  


