
 

 

 This Southern Flying Squirrel was brought 
into our hospital in early September after being 
caught by a neighborhood cat. Though not injured, 
he had to be admitted to go through a course of    
antibiotics, as cats carry deadly bacteria in their saliva 
that usually results in their victimõs death if left    
untreated. He was very young when he first arrived 
and had to be hand fed as he would still have been 
nursing off his mother. Within a few weeks, the little 
guy was eating on his own and it was time for him to 
be set free. After spending some time in our  outside 
aviary acclimating to life outdoors, he was released. 

 Because flying squirrels are nocturnal, many 
people donõt know that we have them on Long    
Island.  Unfortunately, most are brought to our      
attention when they are brought home by cats or 
when a tree in which they live is cut down. Southern 
Flying Squirrels live in a variety of forest types, including oak, hickory, beech and maple forests. During the summer, flying squirrels 
are more or less active all night; in colder weather, their activity is  restricted to dusk and dawn. During the summer months, they are 
usually solitary, but in the winter, they live in groups to conserve energy and stay warm. Their major nest sites are cavities in trees 
(old woodpecker holes), but they will also use nest boxes that are designed for birds.  

 Flying squirrelsõ diet includes nuts, seeds and berries. They also eat insects such as spiders, moths and slugs. Their favorite 
food, however, is hickory nuts, followed by acorns. 

 Do flying squirrels really fly? No, they do not fly so much as glide, thanks to a fold of skin called 
the patagium, which extends between their wrists on the front limbs to the ankle on the hind limbs. By 
extending their front legs, the membrane unfolds, allowing them to glide through the air. Their flat tails 
are used as rudders, helping them steer. They can usually glide at about 6-8 weeks of age. 

 Though larger mammals and owls (and sometimes snakes) are the most common threats to flying 
squirrels, their number-one predator is the domestic cat. 
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The Birdseed Sale is Back!! 

 Volunteers for Wildlife is having our 7th annual Birdseed Sale this year!  You may place your 
order any time between now and March 5th, 2009.  Your orders can also be staggered monthly 
throughout the winter to avoid having to store all of that seed! A portion of the proceeds helps to fund 
our rehabilitation efforts for Long Island wildlife.  An order form is available online at: 

http://www.volunteersforwildlife.org/downloads/newsletters/BirdseedsaleFlyer08.pdf 

Order forms may also be picked up at our gift shop or sent to you by calling (631) 423-0982 mailbox 5. 

Volunteers for Wildlife would like to thank the Wild Bird Center of Stonybrook for their generous       
assistance with this yearõs sale!   


